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Session 1 

TIPS FOR TAKING THE TEST

Here are some suggestions to help you do your best:
• Be sure to read all the directions carefully.

•  Most questions will make sense only when you read the whole passage. You may read 
the passage more than once to answer a question. When a question includes a quotation 
from a passage, be sure to keep in mind what you learned from reading the whole 
passage. You may need to review both the quotation and the passage in order to answer 
the question correctly.

•  Read each question carefully and think about the answer before making your choice. 
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Read this story. Then answer questions 22 through 28.
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“Just Like Home,” by Mathangi Subramanian, from Skipping Stones, March-April 2012. Copyright © 2012, Skipping Stones. Used by 
permission of Skipping Stones via Copyright Clearance Center.

Excerpt from “Young Ben Franklin,” by Julie Doyle Durway, from Appleseeds, Dec. 2004. Copyright © 2004, Cricket Media. Used by 
permission of Cricket Media via Copyright Clearance Center.

Excerpt from “Printer’s Ink,” by Jerry Miller, from Appleseeds, Dec. 2004, Vol. 7 Issue 4. Copyright © 2004, Cricket Media. Used by 
permission of Cricket Media via Copyright Clearance Center. Illustration of young Ben Franklin visiting his brother’s Boston print shop. In 
the public domain.

Developed and published under contract with the New York State Education Department by Questar Assessment Inc., 5550 Upper 147th 
Street West, Minneapolis, MN 55124. Copyright © 2018 by the New York State Education Department. 
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TIPS FOR TAKING THE TEST

Here are some suggestions to help you do your best:
• Be sure to read all the directions carefully.

•  Most questions will make sense only when you read the whole passage. You may read 
the passage more than once to answer a question. When a question includes a quotation 
from a passage, be sure to keep in mind what you learned from reading the whole 
passage. You may need to review both the quotation and the passage in order to answer 
the question correctly.

•  Read each question carefully and think about the answer before writing your response.

• In writing your responses, be sure to

            – clearly organize your writing and express what you have learned;

             – accurately and completely answer the questions being asked;

            – support your responses with examples or details from the text; and

             –  write in complete sentences using correct spelling, grammar, capitalization,  
and punctuation.

•  For the last question in this test book, you may plan your writing on the Planning Page 
provided, but do NOT write your final answer on this Planning Page. Writing on this 
Planning Page will NOT count toward your final score. Write your final answer on the 
lined response pages provided.
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Read this story. Then answer questions 36 through 38.
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Read this article. Then answer questions 41 and 42.
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