
 

 
Grade 6  

History Remote Learning Assignments 

Week 2: March 30th through April 3rd 

 

Day  Assignment  Links 

Monday 

 

3/30/2020 

 

 

Packet 1: 

1. Watch the linked youtube video 

answer the questions on a 

seperate piece of paper. 

2. Read the article on COVID-19 

3. Answer the three multiple choice 

questions. 

 

Link to illuminate 

 

*you must know your ID number in order to 

submit your answers in Illuminate.  If you do 

not know your ID number, please let your 

teacher know and they can help you. 

 

 

Tuesday 

 

3/31/2020 

 

 

Packet 2. 

1. Read the article on the spread of 

Buddhism. 

2. Answer the three multiple choice 

questions in the exit ticket.. 

 

Link to illuminate 

*you must know your ID number in order to 

submit your answers in Illuminate.  If you do 

not know your ID number, please let your 

teacher know and they can help you. 

 

Wednesday 

 

4/01/2020 

Packet 3 

1. Watch the linked video on primary 

sources 

2. Answer the three multiple choice 

questions in the exit ticket. 

Link to illuminate 

*you must know your ID number in order to 

submit your answers in Illuminate.  If you do 

not know your ID number, please let your 

teacher know and they can help you. 

 

Thursday 

 

4/02/2020 

Google Classroom 

1. Read an article on a response to 

COVID-19 

2. Write a short response about the 

author's point of view 

Link to GoogleClassroom  
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https://testing.illuminateed.com/auth/quick?access_code=KDFMPXB
https://testing.illuminateed.com/auth/quick?access_code=X4AZHEU
https://testing.illuminateed.com/auth/quick?access_code=KRAYV2G
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1d3M4f7ELtTbYdlCmmhOz4t6lOTx1bXb1IfaRT_fJe58/edit#


 

 
 
Name: 6th Grade History 
Packet 1 

Do Now 
 

Directions: Watch this video 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BtN-goy9VOY&t=1s 
 
Take notes on a separate piece of paper. 
 

1. Define slow pandemic 
 
 

2. Define fast pandemic 
 
 

3. How does the coronavirus affect the human body? 
 
 

4. Why is it important to wash your hands and stay at home? 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear 6th grade scholars,  
 
We are so proud of all of your hard work and dedication to your learning! We 
appreciate all that you are doing! Virtual high-five! Keep up the great work! 
Happy Monday! 
 
We miss you, 
Mr. LaRose, Ms. Swaap, Ms. Borja, and Mr. B 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BtN-goy9VOY&t=1s


 

 
Search Speeds Up for Vaccine Against the New Coronavirus 

 
 

Last year, a new illness showed up in China. Since then, it has spread around the world. 

Scientists determined that a new virus is responsible. The new virus is part of a group of viruses. 

They are called coronaviruses. One kind of coronavirus causes the common cold. But other kinds 

of coronaviruses can make people more sick.  

How Viruses Make People Sick 

A virus is a tiny particle. It is made of genetic material. This material stores information. It tells 

the virus how to work. Viruses make copies of themselves. They do this by injecting their genetic 

material into the cell of a living creature.  This new virus causes the disease COVID-19. The 

disease can lead to serious symptoms. People can have trouble breathing. This can be deadly. 

Scientists are trying to find ways to stop the virus from spreading.  
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Vaccines Help Bodies Fight Viruses 

Vaccines are tiny amounts of a weakened virus. Your body sees the weak virus as an attack. It 

starts to make antibodies. These are proteins. They help fight off the virus if they see it again in 

the future. Making a vaccine is difficult. It can take months. It can even take years. Some 

scientists are trying a new, faster way.  

Fighting A Virus Using Its Own RNA 

This new virus uses genetic material in the form of RNA. RNA is a molecule. It stands for 

ribonucleic acid. Cells need RNA to make proteins. The scientists changed the virus's RNA into 

DNA. DNA is another type of genetic material. It contains instructions. The instructions tell 

living creatures, like humans, how to grow and work. Next, they put bits of DNA into bacteria. 

Bacteria are tiny, single-celled organisms. The DNA tells the bacteria how to make the virus's 

proteins. Those proteins can be used in the vaccine. This is a faster way to make a vaccine. It 

took about a month to make. The scientists still have to test it. This will make sure it is safe. But 

it will still be a year or more before people can get the vaccine.  

Messenger RNA 

Another team of scientists is making a new kind of vaccine. It would tell the body how to make 

its own vaccine. It is called a messenger RNA vaccine. Messenger RNA is also called mRNA. 

Inside cells, mRNA delivers instructions. It tells cells how to make a protein. The mRNA vaccine 

will tell the body how to make proteins. Next, the proteins will tell the body to make antibodies. 

The antibodies will attack the virus. That means scientists won't need a lab to make the vaccine. 

But they still need to make the mRNA. Some mRNA vaccines are almost ready to test in people. 
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But there is another problem. Companies might not be able to make large amounts of the mRNA 

doses. 

Try Using My Antibodies 

It can take months for vaccines to work. The body has to make enough antibodies. Then, it can 

fight off the infection. But there is another way in which the body can make antibodies. People 

who get sick and recover also have antibodies. Those antibodies stay in their blood. If they get 

the same virus again, then they have some protection. Could we just give people a shot of 

another person's antibodies? The shot could work faster than vaccines. Scientists are studying 

this question. Scientists do not know if these vaccines will work. It might take six months for us 

to find out. It could even take longer. 

Exit Ticket 
 

1. Which sentence from the section “Vaccines Help Bodies Fight Viruses” explains 
HOW antibodies help people? 

a. Your body sees the weak virus as an attack. 
b. It starts to make antibodies. 
c. These are proteins. 
d. They help fight off the virus if they see it again in the future. 

 
2. What is a reason WHY vaccines take so long to work? 

a. Vaccines help the immune system to create antibodies. 
b. Scientists have to change a virus's RNA into DNA. 
c. The body needs to make enough antibodies to fight off the infection. 
d. People who get sick still have antibodies in their blood. 

 
3. How is RNA different from DNA? 

a. RNA help bacteria make proteins, while DNA helps cells make proteins. 
b. RNA help cells make proteins, while DNA helps bacteria make proteins. 
c. RNA helps to create viruses, while DNA helps to spread viruses. 
d. RNA helps to spread viruses, while DNA helps to create viruses. 
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Name            History 
Packet 2 6th 

Buddhism and its spread along the Silk Road 
 

The Silk Road was a vital route not just for physical goods but ideas as well, and it had a 
significant impact on the spread of Buddhism through Central Asia. 

The cradle of 
Buddhism is to be found in Iron Age India. Around the middle of the 1st millennium BC, this 
region went through a sociol-cultural change known as the second urbanisation; an era marked 
by intellectual ferment, the composition of the Upanishads and the emergence of Sramanic 
traditions. Out of this, Buddhism formed between the 6th and 4th centuries BC. 
The spread of Buddhism was slow until the time of the time of Emperor Ashoka the Great, who 
rules most of the Indian subcontinent from circa 268 to 232 BC. He supported the spread of 
Buddhism, as did his descendants, and mighty efforts were put into the construction of religious 
memorials and the spread of Buddhism throughout Central Asia and south into Sri Lanka. The 
Central Asia effort is what eventually brought Buddhism to China, while the Sri Lankan mission 
helped spread the religion to the coastal lands of Southeast Asia. 
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Ashoka sent out emissaries to many of the lands west of India, reaching Hellenistic countries in 
Central and West Asia, and even the Meditteranean and some evidence indicate that these 
emissaries were accompanied by Buddhist missionaries. 
 
 
 
The Dissemination of Buddhism by Kushan/Bactria 

The important Kushan ruler Kanishak, who reigned from 144 to 
172 AD, converted to Buddhism and helped the religion spread in the Kushan kingdom. The 
Kushans controlled an area stretching from today’s Hindu Kush to Kabul, Gandhara, northern 
Pakistan and north-west India. This was a very strategically important land, since Silk Road 
caravans passed through, and also connected here with trade routes coming up from the Indian 
subcontinent. 
After Kanishak’s conversion to Buddhism, the Buddhist settlement Gandhara flourished, and it 
was here that a very distinct Graeco-Buddhist art form developed; so characteristic of a 
population centre located at a crossroad where Greek influences co-mingled with Indian ones. 
This art style would eventually come to have a major impact on art in many parts of Central and 
Eastern Asia. 
As Kushan influence increased, so did the spread of Buddhism. Before the 2nd century was over, 
the religion was so well-established among the Parthians that Chinese records contain 
information about Parthian Buddhist missionaries. 
Buddhism was established in Bactria during the 1st century AD. Archaeological evidence shows 
that there a Buddhist settlement from this period at today’s Airtam, circa 18 km northwest of the 
city Termez in southernmost Uzbekistan. 
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Over the next few centuries, Buddhism continued to spread, with Kushan/Bactrian religious 
centers being established in places such as Hadda, Kondukistan and Bamiyan. The monastic 
communities that developed in Bamiyan (in today’s central Afghanistan) grew to be especially 
important for the development and spread of Buddhism in Central Asia. During the 5th century, 
three colossal Buddhist statues were carved on the cliff face of a mountain near Bamiyan. One of 
them was a 53 meter (175 feet) tall standing statue of Buddha – the world’s tallest Buddha. For 
much of the 2nd millennium AD, Bamiyan was a crucial hub of trade and had a cultural 
exchange with cultures such as the Greek, Turkish, Persian, Indian and Chinese. As the area 
eventually became Muslim, the three massive Buddhist statues were left unharmed for 
approximately 1200 years under various Muslim rulers. In March 2001, the Taliban destroyed 
the three statues, claiming they were an affront to Islam. 
 
Buddhism in the Tarim Basin 

The over 1 million 
square kilometres large Tarim Basin is located in northwest China, bounded to the north by the 
Tian Shan mountain range and to the south by the Kunlun Mountains. Generally speaking, the 
basin is arid, with the Taklamakan Desert dominating much of the territory. 
Chinese sources report that the basin was inhabited by nomadic pastoralists in the 1st millennium 
BC. After losing battles with the Xiongnu in the 2nd century BC, these pastoralists split into two 
main groups: Dà Yuèzhī and Xiǎo Yuèzhī. They helped establish the Brahmi script in the region, 
which in turn played a central role in the Silk Road transmission of Buddhism to Eastern Asia. 
As the Chinese influence increased in the 6th century, Buddhist art in the area started mixing 
Chinese elements with the prevailing Indo-Persian style. 
By the 7th century, all the small kingdoms i the Tarim Basin were Buddhist and used Sanskrit for 
religious purposes. By the mid-600s, Kucha had emerged as a leading centre of the version of 
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Buddhism known as Hinayana Buddhism. Kucha was a kingdom located on the branch of the 
Silk Road hat ran along the northern edge of the Taklamakan Desert in Tarim Basin, south of the 
Muzat River. 
Examples of other important Buddhist centres in the region were found in Yarkand, Khotan, 
Tumsuk, Aksu, Kizil, Dunhuang, Karasahr, Loulan, Cherchen, and Miran. In centres such as 
these, Buddhist texts were translated from Sanskrit to local Indo-European languages and 
dialects, making it easier for missionaries to spread the religion. Just like Kucha, the 
northern-route Kashgar, Kizil, and Karashahr were dominated by Hinayana Buddhism. Along the 
southern route of the Silk Road, Mahayana Buddhism was more common, with Khotan and 
Yarkand being two notable examples. 
 
Buddhism among the nomadic steppe people 
According to Chinese sources, Buddhism had reached the Xiongnu as early as the 2nd century 
BC, and certain statues indicate that they had converted to an early-stage Buddhism. 
What we can see is that when nomadic tribes on the steppe converted to Buddhism, it was often 
followed by them becoming less fierce soldiers and the tribe eventually being absorbed into the 
culture of its non-nomadic neighbors. One example is the Toba, also known as the Tobgatch 
Turks, whose empire once extended to Mongolia and northern China. From 386 to 534 they 
controlled northern China under the Northern Wei dynasty. The Tobas came in contact with 
Buddhism fairly early on, and some of their emperors promoted the religion. A pivotal change 
occurred during the 5th century. The Toba King Hung was a deeply religious man who was so 
devoted to Buddhism that he sent his son the crown prince to be a monk. This son took the 
throne in 471 and kept it until 499, and as King Hung II he introduced a more lenient and 
compassionate legislation in the Kona territory. He also brought the Tobas much closer to 
Chinese culture than they had been before, and by the late 5th century the Tobas were considered 
a completely sinicized people. King Hung II even moved the Toba capital from Pingcheng 
(Datong) on the cusp of inner Mongolia to Jehol (Chengde) which is much further to the east. 
Interestingly, the Eastern Turks disassociated themselves from Chinese Buddhism in the 680s, 
during the Kingdom of Kok-Turks, and returned to their ancestor’s nomadic lifestyle and 
religion. 
 
The Uighur Turks 
The Uighur Turks dominated the steppes from approximately 745. Around the year 840, they 
were driven out of Mongolia, and many of them ended up living around the northern of the 
Tarim oases From circa 850, Turfan was an important center for these Turks. Fairly quickly, the 
Uighur Turks converted from Manichaeism and adopted Buddhism in the form that was 
practiced by other peoples living in this area. (Manichaeism was a religion founded by the 
Iranian prophet Mani in the Sasanian Empire in the 3rd century AD.) 
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A 10th century envoy from China reports that Koachang, located near Turfan, was a flourishing 
Buddhist center with roughly 50 Buddhist convents and an extensive library holding Chinese 
Buddhist texts. Turfan remained the focal point of Turkish Buddhism until the late 1600s when 
its ruler converted to Islam. In the early 1900s, amazing collections of surviving Turkish 
Buddhist literature were found in Turfan, Hami and Dunhuang. 
 
 
 
 
Western Turks 
The Western Turks, which were a force to reckon with on the steppes from the mid-700s and 
onward, established Buddhist sanctuaries in the Kapisa area, near present-day Bagram in 
Afghanistan. 
We also have a report from a Chinese Buddhist monk named Wu-kung who visited Gandhara 
between 759 and 764 and he reported that there were Buddhist temples there and that he believed 
that they had been built by Turkish kings. 
 

Kublai Khan 
The famous Kublai Khan, who ruled the Mongol 
Empire from 1260 to 1294, had a strong preference 
for Buddhism and promoted it in various ways. He 
had a great influence over the Silk Road and could 
help aid the safety of Buddhist missionaries 
travelling along it through Mongol controlled 
regions. 
The texts of European merchant and explorer 
Marco Polo who visited Kublai Khan in the 1200s 
describe how the great khan arranged a highly 
extravagant ceremonial reception for relics of the 
Buddha that had been gifted to the khan by the 
Raja of Ceylon (Sri Lanka). 
Even though many Mongol peoples eventually 
converted to Islam, Kublai Khan’s direct 
successors continued as fervent promoters of the 
Buddhist religion. Khaishan Khan (1307-1311) 

did, for instance, ensure the translation of a wide range of Buddhist texts into Mongolian. 
China, Buddhism and the Silk Road 
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We do not know precisely when Buddhism first reached China, but we do know that Buddhist 
missionaries and pilgrims travelled along the Silk Road between India, Central Asia and China 
during the second century BC. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exit Ticket 
 
1. Which of the following statements best summarizes the spread of the Buddhist Religion? 

A. Buddhism did not spread far beyond its original beginnings in India 
B. Buddhism rapidly spread after its start but faded away in popularity by 300 C.E. 
C. Buddhism spread gradually over the centuries following the trade routes of Eurasia 
D. Buddhism spread to become of the dominant religion in the Hellenistic world 

 
2. Which of the following statements best describes ruler’s roles in the spread of Buddhism? 

A. Rulers often persecuted Buddhist in their Kingdoms leading it to go underground 
B. Many Rulers converted to Buddhism and helped to spread it by building temples and 

statues. 
C. Several Rulers forced their people to convert to Buddhism under the threat of death 
D. Rulers did little to spread Buddhism across Eurasia. 

 
3. What role did translation play in the spread of Buddhism? 

A. Buddhism has a holy language and so converts needed to study Pali 
B. Buddhist texts were often translated into the local languages to allow for easier 

conversion and the spread of the religion. 
C. Buddhist regularly burned translations of their books to protect their religious secrets. 
D. Buddhism is a spoken religion and people would tell the stories of the Buddha in their 

local language. 
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Name        History 
Packet 3 6th 
 
Document 1 
What is a Primary Source? by Shmoop 
 
Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wlj7t0s4rok 
 
 
Click on the above link and watch the video in order to answer the following 
questions. 

 

Exit Ticket 
 
 

1. What is a primary source? 
a. A first hand account of an event. A record that was taken during the 

time period.  
b. A second hand account of an event. A record or analysis of a past 

time period.  
c. The lived experience of a political leader only 

 
2. Choose the list which includes ONLY primary sources  

a. A diary entry of World War 1 soldier, an article written in 2020 about 
World War 1 

b. A diary entry of victim of Covid 19 in 2020, A photograph taken 
inside a hospital full of Covid 19 patients in 2020 

c. The diary entry of Anne Frank, A novel written in 2018 about the 
Hollocaust   

3. What is a secondary source? 
a. A first hand account of an event. A record that was taken during the 

time period.  

12 
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b. A second hand account of an event. A record or analysis of a past 
time period.  

c. The lived experience of a political leader only 
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