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Graduation rates. 73.5% of students graduated in the 15-16 year, and this figure is expected to rise to around 

78% for the 2016-17 school year when data is finalized by the state later this fall. This number was at 54% when 

the state took over in the 1995 (according to reporting at the time), and had only moved to about 60% as recently 

as 2011 (an independent audit put the figure at 57% - we have an estimate here). 
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Citywide Proficiency Rates Over Time: Newarkôs improvement becomes even more apparent when comparing proficiency rates 

across all school models in Newark with those similar cities from across New Jersey. This ranking methodology also allows us to go 

back to the NJASK in 2011. Compared to the 37 most demographically similar districts in the state, Newark has risen from the 33rd 

percentile in 2010, to the 83rd percentile in Math, and from the 44th to the 81st percentile in English.
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Improved Outcomes for African American Students: Black students in Newark are now more likely to attend a 

school that performs better than the state average in reading and math than their African American peers in other 

parts of New Jersey. The likelihood of this has tripled since 2009 in Newark, while it has been flat in the rest of the 

state.

Source: analysis of NJDOE data.   Note: graph shows the percentage of Black students in grade 3-8 that attend a school that had a higher % proficient in their 

grade than the state average % proficient in their grade.   Percent proficient is based on the aggregate % proficient in ELA and math in the studentôs grade.
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The Parable of the River
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Third grade performance is predictive of high school graduation via the High School Proficiency Assessment (HSPA).

Source: NJSMART Ed Analyzer.  Note: third grade test scores are rounded down to the nearest 10.  A student needed to earn at least a 200 on both the math 
and ELA sections of the HSPA test to graduate via the HSPA. HSPA is High School Proficiency Assessment. 
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Upstream Events Have Tremendous Downstream Effects

9 - 18

Age

Early Childhood

Infancy
90% of brain development occurs before the age of 3. 

Toxic stress, adverse childhood events, and poor health impede 
brain development.

Secure attachment to a primary caregiver can neutralize the 
impact of early childhood adversity.

Early Adolescence & Adulthood
High school dropouts obtain lower salaries and 
have higher probabilities of incarcerationand 
reliance on social welfare. 

Prenatal                                                                     
Prenatal health supports brain development.     

39% of mothers in Newark receive late or no 
prenatal care.

Ages: 3 - 8

Childhood                                            
Third graders who cannot read on grade-level 
are four times less likely to graduate from 
high school than those who meet literacy 
benchmarks.

Ages: 9 �t 18+

Ages: 0 - 2

Prenatal
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